TEXAS WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY BOARD OF REGENTS ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MINUTES
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Roll Call:

Board of Regents’ Room Administration Conference Tower (ACT), 16th Floor
304 Administration Drive, Denton, Texas


Present Committee Members:
Regents Paup (Chair), Coleman, Shepard, Iacobucci (Non-Voting) & Perez (Ex-Officio)

Present Administrators:
Dr. Carine Feyten, Chancellor and President; Ms. Destinee Waiters, General Counsel and Associate Vice President of Compliance, Mr. Jason Tomlinson, Vice President for Finance and Administration, Dr. Monica Mendez-Grant, Vice President for Student Life, Dr. Alan Utter, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Randall Langston, Vice President for Enrollment Management, Robin Head, Interim Vice President for University Advancement; Ms. Cindy Pollard, Associate Vice President of Marketing and Communications.

Call to Order:

With a quorum being present, Nancy Paup, Chair of the Academic Affairs Committee called the meeting of the Committee to order at 4:16 p.m.

Academic Affairs Committee:

I. Consider Approval of the Minutes of the Committee Meeting of February 15, 2018.

Motion: Regent Janelle Shepard, motioned and Bernadette Coleman, seconded. The motion passed with a vote of 3-0-0.

The minutes of the Academic Affairs Committee meeting of February 15, 2018 were approved as submitted.

II. Adjourn to Executive Session

Regent Paup, Chair announced that the Committee would adjourn for Executive Closed Session to discuss Real Estate, Litigation, or Personnel Matters, including faculty for promotion, tenure, and emeritus status and employment contract of the Chancellor and President, under V.T.C.A., Government Code Sections 551.072, 551.071, and 551.074, respectively at 4:18 p.m.

At the conclusion of the Executive Closed Session, the Chair reconvened the meeting of the Board into open session, a quorum being present at 4:42 pm.

III. Agenda

Motion to take up all items on the Agenda: Regent Shepard, motioned and Regent Coleman,

seconded. The motion passed with a vote of 3-0-0.
Chair Paup announced that the Committee would take the Agenda Item F first in order to accommodate special guest.

· Report Item F: Faculty Senate Report

Lizabeth Spoonts, Speaker Faculty Senate provided an update on Faculty Senate business during the current academic year, acknowledged and thanked Dr. Feyten for her candor with the Faculty Senate and for embracing shared Governance, and acknowledged and thanked Dr. Utter for his open and transparent leadership, noting that he is a good listener who has also embraced Shared Governance. Speaker Spoonts then presented a resolution of appreciation for Student Regent Iacobucci for her service to TWU in her one-year tenure as Student Regent. Student Regent Iacobucci was joined by her parents, grandparents and department chair. Dr. Feyten also presented Student Regent Iacobucci with a gift from the Board and the University.

· Report Item A: Student Research Presentation

Dr. Alan Utter, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs introduced Dr. Dick Sheardy, Professor and Chair for the Department of Chemistry who brought forth two students from the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry to present an overview of their independent research. Ms. Claudette Fraire, an undergraduate, student presented her research titled “Understanding the Mechanism of Platinum Anti-cancer Drug Interactions with DNA” and Ms. Mikaela Wilk, a Masters student, who presented her research titled “Green Chemistry, Smart Choices to Catch Some Rays and CO2”

· Report Item B: Student Success Initiative

Dr. Alan Utter, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs introduced Dr. Josh Adams who, after saying hello to his two daughters listening on the live stream, briefed the Committee on the Pioneer Center for Student Excellence which provides and coordinates services that promote engagement within and outside the classroom.

· Report Item C: Student Life Graduation Ceremonies Report

Dr. Monica Mendez-Grant, Vice President for Student Life, introduced Amy O’Keefe, Executive Director for Campus Alliance & Resource Education, and Becky Rodriguez, Executive Director Diversity Inclusion & Outreach, who briefed the Committee on TWU’s various commencement programs, highlighting the Multicultural Graduation and Veteran Celebration programs which provides students with a symbolic stole or chord to wear at commencement. They also discussed the Family Graduation Celebration which allows the children of TWU students to earn recognition by crossing the stage along with his or her parent. Additionally they discussed the Multicultural Graduation Celebration, which acknowledges the value and uniqueness of the students’ experiences and diversity.

· Report Item D: Consider approval of faculty for promotion and tenure, the University having followed the required process and having met and completed the required standards, these approvals being recommended by the Provost and Chancellor and President.

Dr. Alan Utter, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, presented the request to the Committee to approve a list of faculty for promotion and tenure, the University having followed the required process and having met and completed the required standards, these approvals being recommended by the Provost and Chancellor and President.

· Report Item E: Consider approval of faculty and staff for emeritus status, the University having followed the required process and having met and completed the required standards, these approvals being recommended by the Provost and Chancellor and President

Dr. Alan Utter, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, presented the request to the Committee to approve a list faculty and staff for emeritus status, the University having followed the required process and having met and completed the required standards, these approvals being recommended by the Provost and Chancellor and President

Motion: Regent Shepard, motioned to vote on Action items D and E on the Agenda as listed, and Regent Coleman seconded. The Items passed with a vote of 3-0-0.

IV. Presentations and Recognitions
None

V. Adjourn

With no further business coming before the Academic Affairs Committee, the Chair adjourned the committee meeting at 5:51 p.m.
